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Module Objectives
= Describe the SSOCS questionnaire
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* Describe data collection procedures and timeline
* Describe respondent sources of information

= Describe completion of critical items
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School Practices and Programs
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= The SSOCS survey instrument covers nine
o topics related to school crime and safety
= The first section of the SSOCS survey
instrument, “School Practices and
Programs,” addresses current school
practices and programs that may relate to
crime and discipline

* There are three main questions in this
section

o School practices related to school safety

o Written plans for procedures to be
performed in the event of possible crises

o Formal programs intended to prevent or
reduce violence
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Parent and Community Involvement
= The second section, “Parent and
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pi————————— % Community Involvement at School,” collects
i e G S information about efforts to involve parents
i = in maintaining school discipline and
N e e P T responding to students’ problem behaviors
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School Security Staff
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* The “School Security Staff” section of the
survey asks respondents about the
presence of security guards, security
personnel, School Resource Officers, and
other sworn law enforcement officers at their
schools
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12.

During the 2006-10 school year, did your school or school district provide any of the following
for classeoom teachars o aides?

& Chaeck *Yes® or "No* on each kne.

a.
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Training in classcoom management for teachers

YES

Training in schook-wide discipline polices and practioss related to
violence*

Trakning in schookwide discipine policies and practioss related to
alcohol andlor drug use

Tradning in safety procedures (e.g., how 10 handle emergencies)

Traming in recognizing early waming signs of students kkely fo
exhibit viclent behavior

Trairing in recognizing signs of students using/'abusing alcohol andior dnugs o | +

Training in positive behavioral intervention strategios

Tradning in crisis preventon and intarvention

*Please use the definition on page 2.
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= The fourth section, “Staff Training,” asks
respondents about training provided by the
school or school district for classroom
teachers or aides
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Likolhood of complaints from parents

Lack of teacher support for school policies

Lack of parental support for school policies

Teachars' fear of student retaliation
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Inadequate funds

Inconsistent application of school
policies by faculty or staff

Fear of district or state reprisal

Federal, state, or district policies on
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Federal policies on discipline and safety other than =

those for special education students”

State or district polices on discipline and safety
other than those for special education
students”
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Limitations on Crime Prevention
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» The fifth section, “Limitations on Crime
Prevention,” asks respondents whether
there are barriers to efforts to reduce or
prevent crime by any factors related to
teachers, parents, students, or
administrative policies
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Frequency of Crime and Violence at School

= The sixth section, “Frequency of Crime and
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Violence at School,” focuses on the

incidence of homicides and shootings that

occur at school
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Number of Incidents
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= The seventh section, “Number of Incidents,”
asks respondents about a variety of criminal
incidents that may have occurred at the
schools during the current school year
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Disciplinary Problems and Actions

= The eighth section, “Disciplinary Problems
and Actions,” asks
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Questions
= The ninth and final section of the survey,
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Data Collection Procedures and Timeline
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= SSOCS is a mail survey with telephone
follow-up

Why is the What tOPICS are
SSOCS covered in the

* Principals of the sampled schools receive a
brochure describing the importance of the
survey

= NCES mails the questionnaires during in the
spring semester - generally in February or
March
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Sources of Information for Responses

Throughout the SSOCS survey instrument, respondents draw from three distinct
sources of knowledge to answer the questions:

= First-hand knowledge of school policy and procedures
= Estimations

» School records and official counts
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Completion of Critical Items
Critical ltems in the SSOCS*

Item Number Question description

Presence of any security personnel

8

Presence of security personnel during various times of day

14

Any homicides during the school year

15

Any incidents involving firearms during the school year

16

Incidents of crime during the school year

17

Gang-relatedincidents during the school year

20

Disciplinary incidents during the school year

23

Offenses and disciplinary actions

24

Removaland transfer of students fordisciplinary reasons

25

Enrolimenttotal

26

Characteristics of studentbody

27

Characteristics of studentbody

31

Schooltype

32

Average daily attendance

33

Numbers of studenttransfers to and from school

*Item numbers correspond to the 2009-2010 SSOCS questionnaire.

00:01:44
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Summary and Resources
This module described the SSOCS survey content in terms of:

00:00:36

The SSOCS questionnaire;

Data collection procedures and timeline;

Respondent sources of information; and

Completion of critical items
Resources

= User’'s manual

» Questionnaires
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